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Joy to the World!
Celebrate Christmas with our family Christmas Eve 

service at 6 p.m. We’ll share the beloved story of  the 
birth of  Jesus, reading the familiar scripture and singing 
the familiar Christmas carols and hymns.

We had hoped for an outdoor service that would 
be easy for our entire Providence famly and friends to 
attend. But the weather forecast is for rain that evening, 
so we’ve decided to move the service indoors. We have a 
new seating plan that should help us stay safe. 

And, of  course, all our COVID protocols will be in 
place. If  you’re feeling sick, please stay home and get 
well. If  you come, please wear a mask over mouth and 
nose. We don’t want to let down our guard when the 
pandemic solution is in sight.

tWo Baptisms on decemBer 27
We’ll celebrate the Sunday after Christmas, too, as 

two children are welcomed into the family of  God. 
Lena Brown, daughter of  Bethany and Christian 

Brown and granddaughter of  Curtis and Myrna 
Andrews will be baptized. 

Finn Mosley, son of  Jessi Gadomski and Josh 
Mosley, will also be baptized. He’s the grandson of  Ken 
Gadomski and the little brother of  Jude, Adria and 
Makki Mosley.
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Christmas tree, creche and poinsettias, advent wreath and banners, 
all prepare the sanctuary for Christmas. Amy Messer and her mom, 

Laura Wilson, rehearse Amy’s solo before worship.

Below, James and Janie Vann light the fourth candle on the Advent 
wreath, the candle of  love.

looking to January
Communion is scheduled on January 3 and 24. Groups 

1 and 3 will be in attendance the first Sunday and Groups 2 
and 4 will be in the sanctuary on the latter.

The annual congregational meeting is slated in two 
parts, also, beginning on January 17 and concluding on 
January 24. At the meeting we look over next year’s budget 
and also elect the nominating committee, which will be 
charged with developing a slate of  elders of  the next term.

Closely Crafted will resume in January, as will the 
discussion on Canoeing the Mountains.
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Sweet! Success! Surprise!

Poinsettia Dedications 2020
James and Janie Vann in honor of  Pastor Mary and Stuart Clark

Mary Mastrangelo in memory of  her husband, Nick Mastrangelo, her sister, Marti, and her mother, Martha Lewis.
Amy Messer in honor of  her grandmother, Pearl Fletcher

Jeremy Messer in honor of  Linda and Leon Newton
Lynn Faggard in memory of  Evelyn Faggard and Zettie Hankins

Bill and Barbara Berry in memory of  their parents, 
and in honor of  their 5 great-grandchildren, Katie, Renee, Mykailah, Parker, and Amelia

Ken Gadomski in memory of  Linda Payne
Cathy and Billy Wilkerson in memory of  Carl and Marion Wilson

Bob and Donna Ellis in memory of  their mothers, Sarah Shipp and Falba Brown
Mary and Stuart Clark in honor our family

Jim and Karen Ball in honor of  Frank, Eleanor, and Maureen Martin

Above, the Providence choir gathered in the parking lot to surprise 
Music Ministries Director Laura Wilson for the holidays.Above, Mobile Mayor Sandy Stimpson cuts the ribbon on the 

new McKemie Place shelter for unaccompanied homeless women. 
Providence Pastor Mary Clark, who also serves as president 

of  the McKemie Place board, is on Stimpson’s left, while other 
board members and officials gather round.

An ensemble from the Providence choir presented special music during worship December 20. From Left, Laura Anderson, 
Jim Ball, Laura Wilson, Amy Messer, Jo Hayes, Mary Clark, Ken Gadomski, Jim Vann and Leslie Rey.



mark your calendar

December 24 — Christmas Eve Worship
 6 p.m.

December 25 — Christmas Day
 Christmas Day at McKemie

December 27 — Worship 
 9:15 a.m.
 Groups 2 & 4 in person; others via Facebook
 
January 3 — Worship with Communion
 9:15 a.m.
 Groups 1 & 3 in person; others via Facebook

January 5 — Closely Crafted
  10 a.m., Narthex
 
January 6 — Book Study 
 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
 
January 10 — Worship 
 9:15 a.m.
 Groups 2 & 4 in person; others via Facebook
 Blood drive

January 12 — Closely Crafted
  10 a.m., Narthex
 
January 13 — Book Study 
 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
 
January 17 — Worship 
 9:15 a.m.
 Groups 1 & 3 in person; others via Facebook
 Congregational Meeting begins

January 19 — Closely Crafted
  10 a.m., Narthex
 
January 20 — Book Study 
 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
 
January 24 — Worship with Communion
 9:15 a.m.
 Groups 2 & 4 in person; others via Facebook
 Congregational Meeting concludes

In Other News
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discipletoWn christmas
Discipletown’s Amy Westerberg helped Makki Mosley 

and Remi Ball show off the angels they made during the 
Discipletown Christmas event on December 20.

angel tree update
Angel Tree gifts were provided for 6 families, including 

presents for 19 children under 12 and gift cards for 5 children 
13 and older. Our Boy Scout Troop adopted one family, 
so that we were able to help 7 families have a brighter 
Christmas.



lyrics for christmas eve

COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS
Come, Thou long-expected Jesus 
Born to set Thy people free. 
From our fears and sins release us.
Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of  all the earth Thou art.
Dear desire of  every nation; 
Joy of  every longing heart.

Born Thy people to deliver. 
Born a child and yet a King.
Born to reign in us forever.
Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone.
By Thine all sufficient merit 
Raise us to Thy glorious throne

O COME, O COME EMMANUEL
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of  God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of  night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Desire of  nations, bind
All peoples in one heart and mind.
Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease;
Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
O little town of  Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of  all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of  Mary, and gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
     their watch of  wondering love.
O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth!

ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH
Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains.
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo (Gloria in excelsis Deo).

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo (Gloria in excelsis Deo).

Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing.
Come adore on bended knee 
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo (Gloria in excelsis Deo).

See within a manger laid,
Jesus, Lord of  heav’n and earth.
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
With us sing our Savior’s birth.
Gloria in excelsis Deo (Gloria in excelsis Deo).

SILENT NIGHT
Silent night, holy night,
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and Child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night,
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar;
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born!

Silent night, holy night
Wondrous star, lend thy light.
With the angels let us sing
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born!

Silent night, holy night,
Son of  God, love’s pure light.
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,
With the dawn of  redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
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lyrics for sunday, decemBer 27
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ANGELS WE HAVE 
HEARD ON HIGH (DEO)

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
(Gloria in excelsis Deo).

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
(Gloria in excelsis Deo).

Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing. 
Come adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
(Gloria in excelsis Deo).

See within a manger laid,
Jesus, Lord of  heav’n and earth.
Mary, Joseph lend your aid,
With us sing our Savior’s birth.
Gloria in excelsis Deo 
(Gloria in excelsis Deo).

BORNING CRY
I was there to hear your borning cry, 
I’ll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized, 
To see your life unfold. 
I was there when you were but a child, 
With a faith to suit you well; 
In a blaze of  light you wandered off 
To find where demons dwell.

When you heard the wonder of  the Word 
I was there to cheer you on.
You were raised to praise the living God, 
To whom you now belong. 
If  you find someone to share your time 
And you join your hearts as one, 
I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme 
From dusk ‘till rising sun.

GO TELL IT ON THE 
MOUNTAIN

Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and ev’rywhere.
Go tell it on the mountain,
That Jesus Christ is born.

While shepherds kept their watching
O’er silent flocks by night,
Behold throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light.
Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and ev’rywhere.
Go tell it on the mountain,
That Jesus Christ is born.

Down in a lowly manger,
The humble Christ was born.
And God sent us salvation
That blessed Christmas morn.
Go tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and ev’rywhere.
Go tell it on the mountain,
That Jesus Christ is born.

HARK THE HERALD 
ANGELS SING

Hark the herald angels sing 
“Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful all ye nations rise; 
Join the triumph of  the skies. 
With th’angelic hosts proclaim
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark the herald angels sing 
“Glory to the newborn King.”

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of  Peace! 
Hail the Sun of  Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 
Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by. 
Born that we no more may die. 
Born to raise the ones of  earth. 
Born to give them second birth. 
Hark the herald angels sing 
“Glory to the newborn King!”

JOY TO THE WORLD 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!
Let all our songs employ;
While fields and floods, 
     rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of  His righteousness,
And wonders of  His love,
And wonders of  His love,
And wonders, wonders, of  His love.

In the middle ages of  your life, 
Not too old, no longer young, 
I’ll be there to guide you 
    through the night, 
Complete what I’ve begun. 
When the evening gently closes in, 
And you shut your weary eyes, 
I’ll be there as I have always been 
With just one more surprise.

I was there to hear your borning cry, 
I’ll be there when you are old. 
I rejoiced the day you were baptized, 
To see your life unfold.


